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STANDARDS-BASED

• Subject areas, such as 
reading and math, are 
divided into standards 
which identify what a child 
is expected to know and 
be able to do by the end 
of the school year.

• Grades are given for each 
subject area, such as 
reading and math.

TRADITIONAL

HOW ARE REPORT CARDS DIFFERENT



STANDARDS-BASED

• Grades reflect the level of proficiency 
on various standards for each subject 
area over time.

• Students’ level of proficiency is based 
on collected work over time, daily 
written/oral tasks, application of skills, 
and periodic assessments.

• Performance levels reflect rubrics 
aligned to grade level State standards. 
As performance increases, grades 
reflect the new level of mastery. 

• Grades reflect an averaging of scores 
to determine a percentage aligned to 
a letter grade.

• Students’ scores are derived from 
combining assignments, tests, quizzes, 
student behavior, effort, and attitude. 

• Grades from one term are separate 
from another term. 

TRADITIONAL

HOW IS GROWTH REPORTED



STANDARDS-BASED

• Grades are based on the level of 
achievement the student attained at the 
end of each trimester for each standard.

• Parents can see which standards students 
have mastered and which ones they need 
more work on in content areas.

• Standards-based reporting promotes 
greater consistency among teachers at the 
same grade level.

• Homework completion and work habits 
are reported separately from mastery of 
concepts and skills.

• Most adults understand this type of 
grading system from their own 
experiences as students. 

TRADITIONAL

WHAT ARE THE ADVANTAGES OF EACH 
TYPE OF GRADING SYSTEM



STANDARDS-BASED

• Change takes time. It will be 
important to build knowledge and 
understanding of everyone 
involved.

• Students are being scored on 
assignments before they have had 
sufficient practice to expect mastery. 

• Grades can be raised by doing extra 
credit, which may inflate the grade 
without accurately reflecting what 
the student knows.

• Giving a zero grade for missing 
assignments lowers a student’s grade 
disproportionately; the grade then 
does not accurately reflect their 
knowledge.

TRADITIONAL

WHAT ARE THE DISADVANTAGES OF 
EACH GRADING SYSTEM?



STANDARDS-BASED

• Both are assessed but 
reported on separately. 
This provides a more 
accurate picture of a 
child’s true achievement. 

• When combined, grades 
can be overinflated and do 
not provide an accurate 
picture of a child’s 
achievement. 

TRADITIONAL

WHY SEPARATE SKILLS FOR LEARNING 
FROM ACHIEVEMENT?



WILL ALL STANDARDS 
BE REPORTED ON 

EACH REPORT CARD?

• It is possible that a standard is 
only introduced and assessed 
during 1 or 2 units during the 
year and might only be 
reported during one 
trimester.

• Standards not reported during 
a trimester will show N/A 
instead of a 1-4 proficiency 
level.



WHAT IF A CHILD IS 
NOT PROGRESSING 
TOWARD A GRADE 
LEVEL STANDARD?

• If a student is working below 
a grade level standard and 
needs to be taught that 
corresponding standard at a 
lower grade level, the student 
would receive a 1 (Student is 
making minimal progress toward 
the standard with support) on 
the report card.  This is 
because the skills which the 
student needs to be taught 
are actually prerequisite skills 
necessary to eventually meet 
the grade level standards. 



CAN A STUDENT 
PERFORM AT A LEVEL 2 
AND THEN MOVE TO A 
LEVEL 1 IN THE NEXT 

MARKING PERIOD? 

• The expectations change from 
one trimester to the next as 
students move toward the 
end of grade-level 
expectations.  This means that 
a student may be progressing 
toward the grade-level 
expectation during the first 
trimester, but as the 
expectations increase, the 
student may not demonstrate 
the same level of proficiency 
during the next trimester.



WHAT ABOUT 
STANDARDS-BASED 

REPORTING AND 
SPECIAL EDUCATION? 

• Students with Individualized Education Programs (IEP) must 
be provided with the same opportunity to receive grades in 
relation to expectations for grade level standards; this is a 
civil right.  Since special education students are a 
heterogeneous group with various disabilities which impact 
learning, some may not achieve certain grade-level standards 
without special services and supports. For students with 
accommodations, the content of the standard remains the 
same, but the method for learning and demonstrating 
mastery of a standard may be adjusted.

• Modifications, on the other hand, can mean changing the 
standard itself, identifying standards that are fundamentally 
related but also developmentally appropriate. The IEP Team 
makes decisions regarding what content areas, if any, require 
modifications of the grade level standards for each student.  
The adaptations should be about student achievement, and 
they should result in grades that communicate clear, 
interpretable information to students and parents.

• For all students with an IEP,  a separate IEP Progress Report 
is provided that identifies how students are performing on 
appropriately challenging learning tasks as outlined in the 
goals and objectives of their IEP.

• Due to the nature of some students' disabilities, they are 
predisposed to demonstrating minimal progress toward general 
education standards.

• IEPs are designed to support students in the areas of greatest 
challenge and the accompanying IEP progress reports provide 
detailed accounts of their progress in these areas.

• Please reference your child's IEP Progress Reports, in combination 
with the Standards-Based Report Cards, for a complete picture of 
your child's progress.

• To ensure timely receipt of IEP Progress Reports, the reports will 
be sent home digitally.  Our Special Education Team Chairperson 
will email you this week to inform you of the plan to email 
progress reports.  If you wish to receive physical IEP Progress 
Reports in place of digital versions, you may indicate this 
preference in response to the Team Chairperson’s email.



WHY ARE THERE NO 
LETTER GRADES?

• A standards-based report 
card’s Key for Performance 
Levels approach (4, 3, 2,1) 
provides information about 
student achievement without 
the need for letter grades.

• Letter grades follow a 
teacher’s individual 
assessments and expectations, 
and do not demonstrate a 
student’s performance toward 
the Massachusetts Standards. 



ABINGTON 
PUBLIC 

SCHOOLS 
PERFORMANCE 

LEVELS

• 4 - Student performs beyond the standard consistently and 
independently

A student who receives a 4 performs beyond the end-of-year, grade 
level standard with consistency, accuracy, independence, and quality.

• 3 - Student is proficient with the standard consistently and 
independently

A student who receives a 3 shows proficiency with the end-of-year, 
grade-level standard with consistency, accuracy, independence, and 
quality.

• 2 - Student is progressing toward the standard

A student who receives a 2 is progressing toward consistent and 
independent mastery of/proficiency in the grade-level standard.

• 1 - Student is making minimal progress toward the standard with 
support

A student who receives a 1 is not yet demonstrating progress 
toward the grade level standard.
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ACCESSING 
REPORT 
CARDS 
ONLINE

• Report Cards will be available on the 
Abington Public Schools Parent Portal from 
December 11, 2020 to March 11, 2021.

• The Parent Portal is password protected and 
only available to a student’s parent/guardian.

• Families without internet access may request 
printed Report Cards by contacting the main 
office.

• Directions for accessing the Parent Portal 
follow on the next slide, will be sent out via 
Constant Contact, and posted on our 
website.

• Tentative Report Card dates for remainder 
of the year: March 26, 2021 & June 17, 2021.



ACCESSING 
REPORT 
CARDS 
ONLINE

Step by step directions to access your child’s 
Report Card on or after 12/11/20:

• Visit the Abington Public Schools website: 
www.abingtonps.org

• Select ‘Aspen Staff and Parent Portal’ under 
‘Technology Resources’ at the top of the page or click 
here

• Enter your child’s Username (Login ID) and 
Password - these are the same username and 
passwords that your child uses to log into Canvas 
or Clever with the @student.abingtonps.org
removed. For example, if your child’s email address 
is studentfir32@student.abingtonps.org, your 
portal username is just studentfir32. The password 
is the same for Canvas/Clever and for the portal.

• Make sure the ‘Pages’ tab is selected at the top left 
of the screen after you are logged in.

• Find your Report Card PDF file in the Published 
Reports section on the bottom right of the screen.

• Consider downloading and saving or printing a 
copy of your child’s Report Card PDF.

Click here for 
directions with 
screenshots

http://www.abingtonps.org/
https://ma-abington.myfollett.com/aspen/logon.do
https://studentabingtonps.sharepoint.com/sites/ReopeningFall2020/Shared%20Documents/General/Report%20Cards/Accessing%20Report%20Cards.pdf




THANK YOU!
Contact us at:

BBES: 781.982.2185

WES: 781.982.2180
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